comforts as their state and circumstances would admit; yet that the sum of 11OZ. each per annum had only been applied for some years past for the support of the two lunatics at Fishponds; and that they had been kept in a department appropriated to and living with the noisy, dirty, idiotic, and lowest order of patients, and in rooms of the most cheerless and uncomfortable description, without those comforts which their state and circumstances admitted of, and to the great detriment both of their bodies and minds; and it therefore prayed the issuing of a commission, as before stated. Two other petitions were also presented on behalf of the brothers of the lunatics, also seeking for a commission and the conduct of it. The whole petitions were heard together.
Mr. Malins (Mr. Joliffe with him), for Mr. Bailey, went into the history of the family, whereby it appeared that the father of the two unfortunate lunatics placed them in the asylum at Fishponds, the one forty years and the other thirty years back, and by his will left them an annuity of 3501, each for their support. Upon the death of the father, one of his sons, COMMISSIONS IN LUNACY.
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Benjamin Anstie, looked after the lunatics up to the time of his death, in 1843. Since his death, however, the trustees, through the instrumentality of the next of l<in of the lunatics, had cut down the allowance for their support to the paltry sum of 110Z. each, and, consequently, their treatment had been extremely hard. The affidavit of Mr. Bailey went to the effect, that the lunatics had been entirely neglected by their relatives ; that they were confined in the worst department of the asylum with the lowest order of patients; and that they were never taken out for exercise, and kept in a most pitiable state ; that they were lodged at night in miserable rooms, and by day in low, dark, common rooms, with dismal paved yards, surrounded by buildings two stories high on three sides, and on the fourth by a high wall. Affidavits of Dr. O'Bryen and Dr. Davis were then read as to the nature of the rooms occupied by the lunatics; and from them it appeared that they had been confined in very small, low rooms, with only one window, and opening into the yard surrounded with buildings ; that the floor was a stone one, without any carpet, and that the bed had no furniture, and without any other accommodation whatever in the room. The affidavits then went on to state, that the lunatics were in that part of the establishment allotted to third-class inmates, as regarded social position, payment, and comforts ; and that their day-room was shared by persons in humble life ; and concluded b_y a recommendation, that the lunatics should be placed in a more cheerful situation, where they might have the benefit of air and exercise, and an opportunity of having their minds diverted by agreeable scenes and objects, as a means of improving their condition, and adding to their comforts and happiness, and prolonging their lives.
Other affidavits were then read, to show that the relatives of the lunatics had entirely omitted of late years to visit them, or to pay any attention to the mode in which they were treated, and that the rooms they were confined in at Fishponds were no better than dismal cells. Some, also, spoke to acts of great violence having been exercised towards the lunatics, and also to the filthy state they were allowed to remain in, solely from the want of proper attendance and regular change of linen. The accumulations from the small proportion of the lunatics' incomes (2201, out of 700/. a j'ear) being applied by the trustees, amounted to upwards of 30,000/., and it appeared that a part of them, amounting to nearly 9000/., had been divided amongst the brothers and sisters of the lunatics, in preference to the increasing of the comforts of the lunatics themselves. Under such circumstances, it was urged, there being no doubt whatever that the unfortunate gentlemen were confirmed lunatics, the commission as prayed ought to be granted to Mr. Bailey, with a view of having the affairs of the lunatics placed in different hands, and that the petitions of the brothers ought to be dismissed with costs, as they had proved themselves unworthy of having anything further to do with their afflicted relatives. Why did you recommend that he should be watched ??I was afraid that he would do some mischief either to himself or to some one else. He laboured under a delusion that he had committed some offence, and that he was to be executed for it as soon as he could be caught. He also thought that his wife and family were leagued against him, and that it was their wish to procure his death if they could. He did not state this, but it was implied by his different exclamations. The delusion that he had committed some crime lasted about five days, and he fancied that mv father had removed some of the regions of his belly. Upon one occasion he tore a handful of hair from his wife's head, when he thought he was going to be executed, but witness entered the room and stopped him from doing further mischief. He once seized witness by the throat, but was released by the attendants at the asylum. Remembered his refusing to take his food.
Mr Rule refused.
